Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.141; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.7.
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Comment
Heterocyclic molecules containing cyano group are useful as drug intermediates. Syntheses of the quinoline derivatives were discussed earlier (Sasaki et al., 1998; Reux et al., 2009) . Recently, we have synthesized a number of quinoline compounds to investigate the hydrogen bonding patterns in these compounds (Loh et al., 2009; . Herein we report the crystal structure of quinoline-2-carbonitrile.
In the title compound, Fig. 1 , the molecule is almost planar with an r.m.s. deviation of 0.014 Å. The dihedral angle between the benzene (C3-C8) and pyridine (C1-C3/N1/C8/C9) rings is 1.28 (16)°. The bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles in the title compound are within normal ranges and comparable to the related structure of quinoxaline-2-carbonitrile .
In the crystal packing, Fig. 2 , the molecules are stacked along the a axis by way of weak aromatic π-π stacking interactions between the centroid of the benzene (Cg1) and the centroid of the pyridine (Cg2) rings of adjacent molecules [Cg1···Cg2 separation = 3.7943 (19) Å]. There is no significant hydrogen bond observed in this compound.
Experimental
A hot methanol solution (20 ml) of quinoline-2-carbonitrile (39 mg, Aldrich) was warmed over a magnetic stirrer hotplate for a few minutes. The resulting solution was allowed to cool slowly to room temperature. Colourless plates of (I) appeared after a few days.
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically with the bond length of C-H being 0.93 Å and were refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). In the absence of significant anomalous dispersion, 616 Friedel pairs were merged for the final refinement. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) (4) C9-N1-C8 116.7 (2) C6-C5-H5A 120.1 C2-C1-C9 117.6 (3) C7-C6-C5 121.5 (3) 
